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refused to accept it as final. A second letter was isre.
therefore despatched to the Amir in which the Julys.
Viceroy explained that he could not receive Shere
Ali while Shere Ali declined to receive his Agent,
a'nd reiterated the proposal that His Highness
should meet Sir Lewis Pelly. Otherwise Afghan-
istan would be treated as "a State which had
voluntarily isolated itself from the alliance and
support of the British Government." If, on the
other hand, the suggested conference with Sir
Lewis Felly were held, the Viceroy would himself
meet the Amir at Peshawur in November. Sir Division
William Muir, Sir Henry Norman, and Sir Arthur S
Hobhouse, all members of the Viceregal Council,,
dissented from this policy and recorded their
protests. They thought the Viceroy's letter almost
equivalent to a threat of war, and held that it was
not fair to propose a temporary or complimentary
mission, when the real object, as the Amir well
knew, was the permanent establishment of a
British Agency in Afghanistan. In the long and
able Minute with which he replied to this protest
Lord Lytton made the singular assertion that he
had always thought "a permanent British Envoy
at Kabul would be unnecessary and unwise."1
Moreover, he had no proposals to lay before the
Amir. He simply wished to know what proposals
the Amir would make to him, although the Amir
|iad intimated, clearly enough, that he would make
none at all. B[p deemed it dangerous to wait
while Russia was strengthening her hold upon
Afghanistan, and he felt himself confirmed in this
view by communications passing at that time
between Shere Ali and General Kaufmann,
Governor of Russian Turkestan, On the 3rd of
September Sir Richard Pollock received from
Shere Ali a suggestion that Lord Lytton should

1 Lord Lyttoris Indian Administration., p. 74.